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rights in Vietnam are improving, I
urge him to show it to this Congress,
but I doubt that he is telling the truth.

———
EXPANDING ENERGY HORIZON

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam
Speaker, recently, I took part in a
House Natural Resources sub-
committee hearing concerning hydro-
power and exploring its role as a con-
tinued source of clean, renewable en-
ergy for the future.

In Nebraska, we have benefited from
clean, inexpensive and renewable hy-
dropower. These projects in Nebraska’s
third district serve irrigation, flood
control, and recreation activities. De-
mand for fuel and power continues to
grow, giving all sources of domestic re-
sources, including offshore oil fields
and ANWR, solar, nuclear, wind, and
hydropower, an increasingly important
role for the future.

Unfortunately, so many special inter-
est groups have said ‘‘no’” to virtually
every solution, including clean, renew-
able hydropower, non-emitting nuclear
power, clean coal technology, wind
power, and certainly responsible do-
mestic exploration.

Madam Speaker, we can do better.
We must do better.

———
NEW ENERGY SOLUTIONS

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, the
Democratic-led Congress is working for
consumers to lower gas prices and to
launch a cleaner and more cost-effec-
tive energy future that creates new
green jobs and that reduces global
warming.

For 7 years, Washington Republicans
allowed Big Oil to run our Nation’s en-
ergy policy. The result, high gas prices
and continued dependence on oil.

Democrats believe we must diversify
our energy sources with bold invest-
ments in renewable energy and more
efficient technology. Last year, for the
first time in three decades, this Con-
gress passed a landmark law that in-
creases fuel efficiency to 35 miles per
gallon and that will save American
families at least $700 a year when it
takes effect.

We have also passed legislation that
repeals billions of dollars in corporate
welfare to big oil companies that are
currently seeing record profits. In-
stead, we invest these funds in the re-
newable energy solutions of the future.

Madam Speaker, the energy policies
of the past are not working. It is time
that we look for new solutions.

———

DEVELOP AMERICAN ENERGY

(Mr. AKIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. AKIN. Madam Speaker, America
has a problem because we have not
been developing our American energy.
The tip of the iceberg is particularly
obvious now at $4 a gallon, but there
were warning signs—nuclear reactors,
1960s vintage technology, no new refin-
eries sited in 30 years. That’s going
back to the Vietnam era. We have not
been developing American energy.
Why? It is not because we don’t have
American energy. We have plenty of
varieties of American energy that we
could be developing, and it is not be-
cause we don’t have the technology or
the innovation to be able to develop
American energy.

No. Unfortunately, this is strictly a
matter of will. It is a decision, and it is
strictly a party-line decision.

Over the last 8 years, Democrats on
all kinds of votes on energy have voted
90 percent of the time not to develop
American energy. Republicans have
voted 90 percent too. Whether it is re-
cycling nuclear fuel, drilling in ANWR
or in the Outer Continental Shelf, we
need to agree that the time has come
to develop American energy.

———
END OIL’S MONOPOLY

(Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, if I had a monopoly on apple
pies because the law said that my
backyard was the only place in town
where you could grow apple trees, I
would charge whatever I wanted for
those apple pies. I would be even more
excited when I would start jacking the
price way, way up for those apple pies
and would make huge, record apple pie
profits.

If the government decided that the
way to fix that problem would be to
give me, and only me, permission to
grow one more apple tree in my back-
yvard 10 years from now, well, it would
sound pretty ridiculous, right?

Unfortunately, even though the anal-
ogy is a little bit simple, that is basi-
cally the Republican’s plan for high gas
prices. Instead of actually creating
competition for the oil industry by
concentrating on growing renewable
energy sources, they just call for a lit-
tle bit more drilling, giving their
friends in the oil industry even more
profit.

Well, we shouldn’t fall for it. With 2
percent of the world’s oil reserves here
in the United States, the only way to
bring gas prices down is to end oil’s
monopoly and to start growing apple
trees in other people’s backyards.

CONGRATULATING FRESNO
BULLDOGS

(Mr. RADANOVICH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker,
today, I rise to congratulate Fresno
State University men’s baseball team
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as the national champions of the Col-
lege World Series.

This is the first college baseball na-
tional championship win for Fresno
State University, and it is, indeed, a
Cinderella story for the Bulldogs. Their
record was 47 wins and 31 losses. No
other college baseball team in the Na-
tion has had 31 losses in the season and
has still been able to overcome the
odds and win the college baseball na-
tional championship.

The outstanding leadership of coach
Mike Batesole and the hard work and
determination of all of the players, in-
cluding the College World Series’ Most
Outstanding Player, Tommy
Mendonca, led to this unlikely but
well-deserved victory.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
congratulating the Fresno State Bull-
dogs who went from underdogs to won-
der dogs. Go Dogs.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Evans, one
of his secretaries.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 6052, SAVING ENERGY
THROUGH PUBLIC TRANSPOR-
TATION ACT OF 2008

Ms. CASTOR. Madam Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, 1
call up House Resolution 1304 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1304

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 6052) to pro-
mote increased public transportation use, to
promote increased use of alternative fuels in
providing public transportation, and for
other purposes. The first reading of the bill
shall be dispensed with. All points of order
against consideration of the bill are waived
except those arising under clause 9 or 10 of
rule XXI. General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed one hour equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chairman
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. After general debate the bill shall be
considered for amendment under the five-
minute rule. The bill shall be considered as
read. All points of order against provisions
in the bill are waived. Notwithstanding
clause 11 of rule XVIII, no amendment to the
bill shall be in order except those printed in
the report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution. Each such amend-
ment may be offered only in the order print-
ed in the report, may be offered only by a
Member designated in the report, shall be
considered as read, shall be debatable for the
time specified in the report equally divided
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment,
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the
Committee of the Whole. All points of order
against such amendments are waived except
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